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Approaches from the highway are already built.
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Another approach, with a locked gate.
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From Highwood House to Cataract Creek , there are long stretches of clearings paralleling
the road. As you look over the vehicle you can see extensive clear cutting south of
Cataract Creek.
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South of Cataract Creek, volunteer tree growth quickly terminates at the logged perimeter.
| am standing on a very stable ATV trail that heads west from the Cataract day use area.
(photo approx. @km26 of PC’s proposed 940 route. Looking south)
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We are looking north. We can see the road from Highwood House descending to Cataract
Creek. The climb out of Cataract is easy, except for negotiating areas of slash. No more
than 250m elevation in 1.6 km. (estimate). | have followed clear cut the whole way from
Cataract Creek. Pipeline construction and reclamation would actually improve most of the
area it crosses on these clear cuts.

(sec 15 -15-R5 W5th; photo point due south of 940 route @km26.5kms, lies West of 940,
and about 2 mi west of PC 940 route at 32km mark.)
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Now we are looking south. The road in the background is heading for the Wilkinson
summit, and the Petro-Canada facilities. Again the Petro-Canada line can be built within
clear cut for several miles, on the west side of Wilkinson Creek.
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Looking north to Cataract Creek. This area could use some reclamation. Centered in the
gap of the trees, is #940 descending towards Cataract Creek.
(estimated north edge sec 10- 15-5 W5th; estimate 3km due south of Cataract Creek.)
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The pipeline will be obsolete, long before trees are ready to harvest.
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There is less diversity in this area than Pekisko, and the level of disturbance is prominent.
East and west of 940.
(road and clearing in area west of 940)
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There is widespread disturbance, and in some cases industrial devastation. This area
cannot be truthfully be depicted as more sensitive, or pristine than the Pekisko watershed.
(looking west from 940 across Wilkinson Creek.)
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Petro Canada has created one alternative route, and an alternate route could be made
between the Petro-Canada Facilities, and the clear cut valley to the west of the Wilkinson
summit, either option being much more sensible than crossing the Pekisko watershed.
(PC facility on 940 south edge of Plateau Mountain ecological reserve)
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In April of 2003, with support from neighbors, | wrote Premier Klein, and several Cabinet
Ministers with the request for government to facilitate a regional land use plan between
Longview and the Oldman River west of Highway 22. Our local MLA Don Tannas, and Ron
Davis- then Reeve of the MD of Ranchlands- indicated by letter they would support the
proposal. Lorne Taylor then Minister of Environment and Shirley McClellan the Deputy
Premier and Minister of Agriculture indicated that work was underway for a Southern
Alberta Sustainable Strategy. Mike Cardinal, Minister of Alberta Sustainable Development
called my comments insightful, and suggested that the Southern Alberta Sustainable
Strategy was being developed to address the planning deficit. Premier Klein wrote a
cordial response that he was taking the Liberty of having his Minister of Energy Murray
Smith, respond. Murray Smith thanked me for my ‘sentiments’, and concluded “ | have the
fullest confidence that the Board (AEUB) will continue to make reasoned decisions in the
public interest.”

In the last five years the awareness has grown of the need to plan and protect the
southeastern slopes. When Dr. Tilleman presided over the transition for the AEUB to the
ERCB, he recommended, | believe, that the board should be cognizant of cumulative
impacts, and more receptive to community concerns. It has been five and a half years
since we first put a proposal before senior leadership of government. The Pekisko Group
has consistently called for a time out on industrial development between the Highwood
and Oldman River, west to the mountain watershed. Poll data suggest that 75% of
Albertans want more protection for the Eastern Slopes. It simply the right and rational
thing to do.

(looking west from Lynnie’s Hill west of highway 22)
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When the government leadership, has been unable to meet the stewardship needs of
the province, your panel, Mr. Chairman is a last safeguard for the public interest. A few
years ago, the board shut in the gas of Paramount Resources to protect , bitumen
resources. Gas is a generic energy resource. It can be found in many places, and if there
is 125 bcf of producible gas in the Sullivan reserve, and if we could take all that gas now,
it represents 9 days of current gas production in Alberta. (It takes energy to build a line,
maintain and transport production, so the true benefit is more like seven days of
provincial energy production). Energy’s value is the capacity to do work. The Eastern
Slopes, involve huge transfers of solar energy, that have served for millennia, and may
continue for millennia if the landscape and adapted processes remain in intact. Solar
power drives the provision of water, the creation of wildlife diversity, and superbly
adapted communities that have with stood the extremes of climatic, drought, and fire
cycles. All this, and remarkable beauty. The ranching community who lives here has
been proactive in trying to safeguard the future of the area. Members of the Pekisko
Group were involved in establishing the Southern Alberta Land Trust, and the Southern
Foothills Study. We have carried the message to the leadership of the province, and a
number of diverse venues. And the public is becoming aware.



9/8/2009

207

I am, proud of my community, and the leadership of so many individuals who are speaking
up for future generations. We will not proceed on an avenue of conflict, but with
indefatigable resolve to see the Eastern Slopes and our regenerative resources, our
landscapes and communities, upheld for those who inherit the world we leave them.

(over looking Hay Creek. 1.5 mi east of EV route @km km19.. Mac Blades in foreground,
heads up the Pekisko Group.)
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Visit www.pekisko.ca

Gordon (with Wendy) continues to ranch on the Pekisko watershed, but relinquished his
Pekisko Forest Reserve grazing allotments to another ranch operation, at the conclusion of
2004. Gordon is a conservation easement donor, and a member of the founding board of
the Southern Alberta Land Trust Society. He has spent more than thirty two years focused
on resource management and regenerative agriculture as a rancher. Gordon and Wendy’s
recreation includes photography, hiking, and back country skiing in the mountains of
Alberta and British Columbia.

This presentation was created to help preserve the irreplaceable value of the South
Eastern slopes of Alberta, and to create awareness for the need to grow our expertise,
while addressing the stewardship deficit of the Alberta Government. Grant MacEwan, a
stalwart Albertan, would expect us to speak up for the lands entrusted to our care.

This presentation may be copied and distributed, provided it is used to advance awareness
and stewardship. Pictures may not be distributed for commercial, or private remuneration
without the permission of Gordon Cartwright. Fax 403 395 2162, Ph 403 395 2162.
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